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⑦ Lower limb neurological examination

Motor power (M) grading

0 = Total paralysis
1 = Palpable or visible contraction only
2 = Active movement, gravity eliminated
3 = Active movement, against gravity
4 = Active movement, against some resistance
5 = Active movement, against full resistance

NT = Not testable

0*, 1*, 2*, 3*, 4* = Non-SCI condition present

M LT PP LT PP M

L1

Key muscles L2

Knee extensors L3

Ankle dorsiflexors L4

Long toe extensors L5

Ankle plantar flexors S1

S2

S3

S4-5

Right Left

motor and sensory exam findings

Patellar

Ankle

R L

deep tendon reflexes

Sensation grading

LT = light touch
PP = pin prick

0 = absent
1 = impaired
2 = normal

NT = Not testable
0*, 1* = Non-SCI  
condition present

Reflex response grading 

0
1+

2+
3+

4+

no response; abnormal
slight but definite response; 
may or may not be normal
brisk response; normal
very brisk response;
may or may not be normal
tap elicits a repeating 
reflex (clonus); abnormal
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https://yourhealth.leicestershospitals.nhs.uk/library/csi/therapies/physiotherapy/872-a-guide-for-people-with-back-pain/file
https://uhltrnhsuk.sharepoint.com/cmgs/EASM/ed/Documents/EDU%20Documents/CES%20investigation%20(EDU%20pathway).pdf

